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The Most Important Thing

Yvonne Walus

He was younger. Thatdés the second thing Carl

AMeet Luke Redmond, 06 her <client said. ASpear

Lukedbs age was the second thing she noticed.
di mples, even when he didnoét smile.

AA pleasure, 0 she said as their hdndkse.mdt ifn

hol ding a warm mug of coffee on a cold morning

Eve party, and |i ke waiting for the MC to anno
youdre al most certain youbdbve won.
AThe pleasurebds all mine. 0 Lukebds cheeks din
wor dss pleiaken e aBduiznzgyvyor d Bingo is not my style. o
Carla suppressed a smile. This project was ¢
anyone, | et alone on a work colleague. She rec
of fices. Aln that east, s?hobpat e@i g9u feel about

Al peretsrey at egi es mysel f-a®s Hree ch,el do rhfear tgalzlee
entendr e.
She couldndét wait to try out a few entry str

Her client |istened with a puzzled frown. #AC
process, are you? Berceguostei atéimm g oyt oaudl ys hogpreen afo t
Well, if the client was going to misunder st a
was the most i mportant thing in |ife. I'n her |
Now, Luke, | et me show you the user interface.

Two minutes into the discussion, a phone chi



ALuke, please excuse me. | |l eave you in Car

Al 6d | i ke nothing more than to be in Carl ab

Lukebs was a dirty mind, for sure.

Before the end of the day,-t®arl di dbsceder &d
and dhypenihei wbr ked for fun and for the I ove o
wife, the twins, or Lukeds | ovei domegrapheri @i
with money had trouble believing in |l ove.

In turn, she mentioned Xavier,-tkeem cliladhoao:
plus that it ended eighteen months ago.

Altds not so much that he | eft me for a gir
the nearby pub. Al mind that he waited too | o
a sperm bank, had a baby. o

AYour ex -didmnkée waomke off tactfully.

ASomething |ike that.o She was | oyal enough
ri-ghy insecurity issues. AHAAnyway, | 6m fforregey n
pregnancy are not awesome. 0 She wanted to hav
starting a family, the fact that shedd only e
and she wouldnét get hurt this early on. Di s a

Luke didndét offer platitudes, which was ref.

an awanding coder?0 he asked

ADrink cider with cute guys, of course. o
Hi s di mples made promises, and Carla coul d :
first, then gaining intensity, all the way ex

the same day they met? He wouldnodét think her
do more. The thought of being naked with anyb
embarrassment .
ACute guys, huh? So, after a whole day of i
mock surprise, Ayoudre just after my body?0
AWould you prefer me to be after your money’

Seemed that his financial status troubled her
ANo. 0 His face was polite, impossible to re:
Here i1t was, her chance to #fdpEagi mobraigbge s.i nl

gap. il can do that, o she said. AUse you for
AYou sure? Because |1 06ve imagined plenty. o
She coul dndét back out now. AChallenge accep!l
The next morning, she sl i pipcehde coku t soaEthint ks, haepe:

ni ght t ol crheensekmb ecrh e c k, check) before he awoke.

had to say about the mor nmingghtahde waseapesoi glolu



coll eague, but she did know she couldnét fface
went to bed wiiadl tah ou gh uiddts ,swtarshaattdhetrto os omet i me Db
their first kiss in the taxi and falling asl ee
exclusively, absolutely.

She would have quit the project on the spot,

business time and talents were totally for sal
parents were gone, now that Xavier had |l eft, n
buy happiness, of course: what it could do, th

Nine oo6clock found her dressed in a fresh bu.
room full of i mportant people, none of whom we

got up to ask her a question,.

AFirst off, | et mmprotbaekhgduohonl thef wus. o L
I mpaotslightly, she would have missed it if he
| i keér itlol, 6od@awwt her vertical mar Kk, ninto a few p
unpaagkvertical mar k, fAthe concept oféo

And so it went. Carla couldnét believe how s

someone who hated buzDwdrsdd,e hé es brox .k rLeow nhaamyg
benedritwas it just Carlads mind that got stuck

The second part of the meeting was marketing
customer seegmemripatitdms was Luke, so bamawntdhiimdgeg nh
Everti onabl eBahalgpecsadntyexat ga&lm nSaorded estbiunlgd d e f
apply contextual mar keting to the app shed6d de
sel |

The next few months proved busy: the joined
mar keting her apfeitiweteme ITihmiitredvetail mdr iimequali
all the more prominent because it was the only

AWhy do you do that?0 Luke asked one evening

usual . Al get feminism, but, hell, | 6m scared
flaunting my money, or buying your affection,
He deserved to know the truth, |l oyalty to he
me for a younger woman, that was only half the
how rich he was, so, according to his logic, s
Unl i ke me. o0 She | aughed to dilute the bitterne
AYou stil!]l l ove him that much??9
She t houghtotuhmad, muclhov & No, Il just dondét want

His di mples al most disappeared when he said,
that . o
Ti me raced by.



For t hydar hadnfi ver sary, Luikcookedpmesaéd her wit
AYoubre tgkfhg thengotoo seriously, o0 she rema
u

y O buy me a dozen roses. o

1]

Canodt . I got rid of my money. 0
AYou what ?0

AYou clearly werendt going to say yes while m
money in a trust for the twins. Oh, and for any
She couldndét keep up. AChange my mind?090

AAbout having a baby. o

The words hugged her |li ke a silk blanket: sof
Or get an egg donor. Also, didndét the age of th

AYou want another baby?5o

Luke shrugged. AOnly i f you want one. The t wi
with you. Parenthood is the most i mportant thin

She agreed: parenthood, not money. ASo is tha
poor ?0

ANope. Youdbre supposed to be saying yes to th

Thwas a ring. Resting on a velvet pill covfonesi

knee bit.
Als that a sapphire?o

AA blue diamond. Something atypical, befittin
the rest of my fortune. My ex has the family r

Carl abébs heart beat so fast, it was going to f
To the most unromantic proposal ever?o

ALet s make it more romantic. O

The next hour couldndét be called romantic by
and sensual and thoroughly satisfying.

AOne more time?0 Carla teased, her-makiandgresocdc

ARGive me thirty minutes to recover. So is tha

AfHerebdbs the thing: while you were busy making

AfRespect. So now youore rich?o

AVvery. Are you after my money, Luke?o

ANope. Il only ever want to use you for your b

She kissed one of his dimples, her soul soar

AMmmm. | believe | could accelerate the deliwv

Toy boy. She |Iiked the sound of that.
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The HR Handbook

Jackie Rutherford
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He catches my eye and there it is. The sm
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oki ng#f hwaer budt handsome, just by hitting the

Which is not something I 6m supposed to not

My heart twists and something wells up ins
m extraordinarily good at choking down my f
Hey, you made it.o He pulls up in front o
Yeah, sorry 1 0om | at e. |l got caught up sor
Definitely someone | wondét miss, o0 Liam sa
What, are yo sayin you dondét enjoy dema
y their bills [
Shocking, i
More shocki
i amds mouth
ry.o

o 1 e ' S : S 1

n electric eel wi th i
AMore shocking tha

S
~Q 35 0O c O
S
~—+
3
™

o
—
—
)
w 9 O NV Q@

wi tche

5

>

D@ O
(@)
—
()
(72}

g at each other whe
sel f a
i me to
ad a chanc

=]

g grin

andi
0 S ome

(e
o]
(@]
=
n S
-}

<
o
c
(@}
= ©
— ® ® S
o
™
o
o
—+
=
™
5
3
<

y
D
-
D
-
o O
(2]
—

@ T O
n 9 =
=)
(@]
o
()

y
c Dav
y
t
|

ave |l ooks between us an anxious crease
y ;

ted.

o]
- C
QD

ot

> T
o .
o

It
av

0 the way. o
e
ther w
0
n
a

tten en I st a

c al

<
o
> O
(¢}
(@)}

(7))
T S ¢
<

>

o
cC C o QA

~—+

>

l ti mate team

< -5 -+ =
@ O
o - =
js})
x
< ”n
—

he
Th
was just a broke

ATh

31—|Q.CDU:>1""033131'O§""|—3131

—
(@)
(2}
—
Q

D>
—
c
-
>

Il really app
yer forced to
al ways suppo
out the finer
prickle my ey
Al | earnt so
r what | real/l
way. And | p |
my ti me her e,
a smile onto
everyone agai
close to crac
ick |l ook at t
omebody arriv
tsteps and pant unzi pping.
t tonight. Il ce says. I r
, but 1t iIs infinitely better

w ® > ®© O»
>
o
o
>
D
<
©
D

to know
es me a grin. Tea
face turns s i
ften didndét go
t
y

- 0 9o

5 0 O 5 0o »n n T < 9«

O n Q o

o n un c

-+ O

(D\<3(D-oﬂ—=—=

c ame
sol ut el
mi ne. I
up by th
r of ~cont
: so | t a
od plan,

<

t hough |

3
)
o
7]
o]
)
S W o0 0w
' ®
S
)
c X~ =~ o
S ® 0 S5 "0 o
— x~ o <

®c 0o ao®w»wNT —
o
>
<

c
o
JoOoQ@ ®® DD D =



of

t he
wat
ord

It

t ho

hi
The
f ac
But
say

my

] O

m was

nYeah,
my t eam.
AHe ki nd
My breat
The guys
As | st a
Liam res
shield
We 6d |
er
er
f e
An
ug
Th
Di

(7]

e .
pi
I i k
er
abo
w

g
goi

of

L
es
s h

rest
t t hat
he do
I fini
ing g
Final
eye
oOm
ed

- O

Yy,
any
onl vy
me .

5 —

Hey, 06 h
cl ear
il ence
wat ch t
He smil e
need t
ma e

g
Of ur

r

I

0w —

h

o 7 2 e | S S ¢

u
S
d
0
c
0

oS

such

h

f
gg
i g
of

ust

z
e
e
u
h
e
n

Q —+ o — N

Q ~

no

my
odbye

|
| o
0

e
my

swel |

he
s
o}
d
s
e

> 9 OO 9 D

S
e
h
e

a hame t ha
f h a
|l eav
i ni s
er o

to | eav
me i ¢
up. I
er to th
oon afte
rofessio
a huge s
nd | wer
sat wup
d never
moment ,
I ng hi
am cl ea
gl i mpse
affect

S

T O < T 0 0

a
d
ul
a
S

he vening
esnot
ek me
ass ofd
to Liam
canbét st a
nger . I he

ut there f

p a

do
t se
gl i

e

o 9 >3 9 o © O

;
d
d
r

says, slidi
throat bef
S bet wee
turns to
he says
ow. I st
u?o
ot .
rd Tre
s his
re | ea

n
o
n

I (e)]
c o

n
as
k n
y o

n

it
ep

What ga
vor say
eyes. f
ving e
is eyes and s
fall softly f
It say on pa
up my face. A
it say?o0
c k. A Um,

b

page

M H

wai t

ome
ut .

me .

t Liamdébs | eavi

ng, |
e, doesndét he? The
lae @gvigrpthec asho® shf |
a few minutes t
e bar, a horrible f
rrour trip to Lubbo
nal i s m.

al e.
e st
unt il
ru
w h

sal e
goda
ng a
ngs
sl

ke mega
ng i n a
2am tal ki
ut of thi
his eyes d
and
felt?
ally?

hr oat
ow |
SSsion

an
D

0]

The
ne

sse
n

ur .
ear t he
btuad
k e
i ng f
to t
ew

me l
[
h a
ou
a

e@miomlgihn
d water
vV happy
t al cony
f when
ext t o
Hey Li
rying
You
ar

y

nto
repl
s, an
Al to
, but
back.

- n o< T
N OQ O

- =
= k= ~ ot 35

ds
ar e

*®d® b — 5 D
o o O

=
Q

vV e
i n

you that idea?o
g you were | eavi
Bl oody Trevo
cause of me?
tares at me.
rom his | ips,
ge 32 of the
You want to

—
o

0
AiYes. 0O
but t
HR han
do HR h

32 is about i mprop



Liamdés stildl staring at me intently.
Al dm sorry, o | gasp. Al 6m sorryéthat night
ncomfortabl eéo
Liam grabs my hands to stop me retreating.
|l ad you remember that night in Lubbock. Beca
O resign. o
ABecause we al most Kkissedéo
ANo. Because | realised that as much as |
Ti me stops. White noise floods my ears. |
ontinues to speak. AAnd | knew we could neve
change that situation. o
AYou want to go on a date with me?0 | <cl ar
efective. Because | definitely donét want to
AActually, my mind has moved past the dat.i
ire in our own house, a Labrador on the rug.
uggestions. 0
|l open my mouth to say something. But noth
ASay something. Please. 0
Il dondét think I can formulate words at the
| stretch up and kiss him.
And oh my god, kissing Liam in real i fe i
Om not just seeing stars, |l 6m seeing whole f
A noise penetrates our bubbl e.
|l reluctantly wrench my | ips away from Lia
eople are pushing onto the balcony. Trevor,
heering and cl apping.
AAbout bl oody time, o0 Trevor says.
I glance at-smiam. idi atmdgal wattage.
AWhat does the HR handbook say about hooki
AThereds nothing 4demptl bgresabBut HKidsnsipmegt ey
omet hing about spying on your boss. So pleas
I dondét wait to see if they obey. Il just r
Best . Leaving. Party. Ever.



That lgniting Spark

Jackie Rutherford

AYou grab the hotdogs and [ 611 grab the beers
ASure. Double mustard and chilli?06 1 6ve al
hear his answer.
ANah, just cheddar today. o
|l stop short and turn back to him. ASeriou

Tristan and | have been coming to Thunder
and he has never deviated from his doubl e mus
me . But then, Tristan is famous on campus for
hotdog is pretty tame for him.

Al feel l' i ke mixing it up today. o6 Tristan

Altdéds |ike | hardly know you anymore.o | s
the food stand.

A few minutes | ater ,-saakmedl hwitt hd d gvoo, clh od rersi
Tristan is already there holding two plastic
hotdog/ beer exchange.

ACheers. o0 He clinks cups with me.

AWhat are we toasting?0 | ask.

Al got an A on my calculus midterm, o he sa

AThat 6s great. o

AYeah, i1itds all thanks to my math nerd bes

AHey, watch the hair. o | dodge out of his

We stand for the national anthem and cheer
pl ayer s.

Basketball is how Tristan and | first bond
first week of college piling on makeup and sq



sweaty with a guy | ater, | was getup nlga hlodt mal
games in the gym.

That s where | discovered two things. Firs
second, he iIis as mad about Okl ahoma City Thun

AHave you decided how I 6m paying you back
we take our seats again

I | ea closer to him and whisper. ATwo wor

Tristan recoils back in horror and | <canot
one area where we dondét see eye to eye. There
heéd prefer to eat his own toenails than atte

| 6m expecting him to protest but he simply

AAs | ong as | can take earmuffs, 0 he says

Conversatio bet ween Tristan and | dwindl e
the Thunder have the ball, moan when the Lake
mi sses our players getting fouled.

The Lakers jump out to an -2arly |l ead and w

The Thunder coach calls time out. The Thun

|l turn to Tristan AThey just need that sp

AWhat do you mean?0 Tristan has finished h

AYou know, that one play that changes the

AYeah, Il think | know what you mean. O

Ti me out is over and play resumes.

Then | get my spark. Russell Westbrook bl o
the | engt of the floor, dodge®isntemn. dedtemidreg s

You ca see how it inspires the whole Thun
energy in the way they make hustle plays, gra

The Thunder cquirckn.y NMowoint @s 9t he Laker s t ul

The €opazgy Littl e sTtharntgs cpalldyeidn g oovveer t he |
itds Kiss Cam ti me.

| 6m grinning at the | ook of surprise on pe
Then suddenly, itéds us on the big screen. Me
messy brown hair.

Oh god.

Tristan fl ashes me an evi l smil e. ADar e ya

My heart skitters. But |1 6ve never backed a
to start now. Il | ean across and kiss him.

|l Om expecting that Tristan wonodét | et me aw
up, do an exaggerated pash for the camera. An
try some sneaky tongue action just to gross m

| 6m not expecting his |Iips to be soft and
the perfect amount of pressure, for one of hi

softly, gently.
When my mouth does open and his tongue sl
triumph. He kisses me tenderly. Reverently.

M p
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thatdos when it changes. Without realiz
ss has deepened. I smell the citrusy ta
g before. I feel his soft stubble scrap
n.
|l s and screams from the crowd shatter t
on to us, that wedre still on the scree
I ze th pl ayers are back on court.
ul | back, blinking. What the hell ?
e just made out with my best friend.
t. The. Hel | ?
expecting Tristan to |l ook as f| b rga
ust been rewritten and gravity is o | o
of f on our own adventures.
s breathing a |little heavily but otherw
er , tudying the action on court
I just imagine the heat in that Kkiss?
it just a stock standard kiss to him?
that case, | have definitely been Kkissi
sell Westbrook does one of the most sen
d is churning so much.
phone beeps. ltds my friend Krista.
t saw you and Tristan on TV! WTF????
course, the game iIis televoséeédenTeet dBAM
ui ckly Weswage pask. mucking around.
my finger hesitates over the send butt
y Tristan. o
ah?o
ista saw us on T. V. |l 6m just replying t
st wu mucking around, right?09
hol d my eyes. fiDo you want it to be ju
on6t know what to say. His expression i
donét knowéo | stammer. Al havendét real
re-t¢t hawmendt | et myself think about it,
sappoint ment . Unrequited crushes suck.
have, 06 his voice is so quiet that I har
Thunder have scored again. For once, I
ubveéthought about us? Together?o0 | <cl a
an6t believe |1 6m having his conversatio
l'y ités such a game of cat and mouse M
pet al conundr um. But with Tristan | <can
e basketball court.
ah, | 6ve thought about wus together, o he



ltos |Ii ke my lungs have been caught wup in
theydbre supposed to be doing. Because theyore
body. théema dleidg htbr eat hl ess.

AWhat have you thought ?50

Hi s gaze continues to hold mine. AThat it

My brain decides to join my lungs in the s
words. Al It does is replay them. 't would b

AAre you going to say something?06 he asks.
a |l ayer of anxiety.

Altdés | ot to take in, o0 | mutter.

AYoubre right, I am a | ot to take in.o

ltés such a Tristan response that | el bow
to stop me, and suddenly wedre holding hands.

As | stare at our hands intertwined, I | et
girlfriend. AlIl the fun of our friendship, al

Oh my freaking god. Heds right. It would b

|l swallow. AUmMél think for once you might
whirl .o

Tristan smiles. For the first ti me, I | et
the di mples carve up the side of his face, ho

He | eans closer to kiss me again. Il f heds
some weird aberration, heds does a good job

We spend the rest of the game alternating
perfect combination.

The Thunder win. And | cand6t stop smiling
playoff championship.

We stand to exit, navigating the rows of s

AHang on a sec. 0 When he get to the balcon

few steps.

I furrow my brow as he goes up to the came
gives him a high five before Tristan retreats

ASorry about that. o He grabs my hand again
war mth of his hand and how right it feels.

ASi nce when do you know the cameraman??o

Al 6m friends with a | ot of people. o Therebod

|l stop short. ADid you ask him to point th

Tristan flicks me a grin. AMaybe. 0

ASeriousl y?o

Tristan shrugs. Altdés | i ke you said earlie

everything. o



A Lasting Impression

Susie Frame
Andy is studying stock sheets in the warehou
Donét forget, Andrew. FIl orentinodéds. 8.30 ton
A blind date? Wi th some r &amdohkdAfr®n d/podu fu tas ?f
AYes, you are, 0 he mutters, putting the -cell

aged ra-tghteeynp | g jatnems¢de bl oke?0
No matter how hard hedd tried to -ciohei wiceéoWwe

Mar k woul dnét have a bar of it. 6é6We candét have
6Come on. Just one date, then 106l stop pester
ADad? You back there?bo
AAi sl e six, Jim. Up to my eyeballs in trampi
AHey, you couldndt do me a favour?0
ASure. o
il 6ve closed up but thereds one | ast cust ome
t hat housethuctyono at si X
AWell , 0 Andy says, gl ancing qui eskelnyt eantc eh.i sJ iw
need to know his father i s going on a date. Ay
AThanks, Dad. Youdre a |ife saver.o
Jim | eaves but his words -remmpmaegnatetioang. rou
Life saver? Thatodés the | ast thing | am.

Being unable to bring his wife back after he
He bl ames himself foitldeindisvauste astnén;t cthreadt alwery . f u
He thinks about their retirement dreams of o
Gone. Al gone. Our golden years snuffed out

My



But as Andy wal ks out of the warehouse and |

he may not have his I|Iife partner, Jim-dohes, a
waiting with twin girls.
Jen wi || l ive on in our granddaughters.

Andy quickly wipes away the unexpected tear:
at the far end of the store padding round the
navy pumps sheds holding complement her haute

Sophisticated with an eye f or dPentdayi | isguged eds
be here for some ti me.

AiCan | help you with something or are you j

The woman turns. Andy takes i n tshea pseaf tf abkcleo
the str-ctaliogr @ednki ps tihaats npialret tihnata rfeual clh essmiall
cerul ean blue eyes. Hebés momentarily stunned.
wears her unconventional beauty well

AOh, | hope you can, 0 she says. Al need a p
cocktail dress materialises out of a Hospice

Thereds. aHtsrhiupt thought was this matur e,
shop at Oooh, La La, or Sew In Style.
Obviously not.

AwWell, | etds see. 0 Now aware that his custo
the more reasonably priced fashion wall . HAThe
pl ain black courts.

AOh, no! Theydre not outrageous enough. . .0
bit on the cheap side. They may not éd6l astd. o

Andy has |l ost count of the times heds heard
year s.

AfSee what | did there? 6They may not | astd!
| aughs. #ASeriously, Trixie. You should be on

Andy joins in with her | aughter. The bubbl e:
the dragging heaviness that is often its def a

Andyos mystified and intrigued. He certainl:
comedi enneéotrs hiomppead want hopp penchant for expen

ANo. Plain black courts are definitely off
Andy, the t ouecnnanoifc ureerd shhannmds wedaving a faint
brief, 0 she says, Ai s outrageouséand extravag
dol Il ar since oy $hlue bauwidc kilpy apmwt s her hand ovel
Andy. Her wi dened, dark | ashed eyes, sparkle
touching Andy on the ar m. ATMI as my daughter

So? Is this O0Too Much I nformationd thing a
sheds availAddlyed,s peremapsu? of the | oop for so

AAnyway, 0 she says, wal king ovedi necttdre tho dé
| 6ve decided a new pair of shoes could be my
flamingo pink patent stilettos, Al 6m meeting

Gotta | ook the part. o

M ¢



OQut tonight 2Andyalsmorsrte gtoirtgiodus!l y pull s his s

A Oh, |l 6m sorry. Am | holding you up?o

AEr, noéum, not at all . 1 éo

AYoubre being too generous. Of <course, I  am.
Trixie bends forward and slides her foot into
unsteadily, and chetlkaghédr miefloect idNoti batdhe
repeats the process with the | eft.

Andyodés all too familiar with this scenari o.
Trixie lurches sideways but Andyodés quick reac
bent el bow with one hand and wraps his other
brushing his cheek and the intoxicating top n
senses. Excitement gall ops through his veins
against the wall of guilt in his gut.

Jen. |l 6m sorry.

Trixiebs face reddens. AOh, that was <carel e:

O6No, youbre fine, 0 says Andy. fAThose killer

Trixie nods. AYes. Just a I|ittle embarrasse:t

AHere, 0 says Andy. AHold onto my arm whil e

AThank you. Turning up tonight with a bl ack

AOh, | dowmdurhaktncohw.y olutr dr ess! 0O

AHa! Youdre right thereéerée?0 Trixie raises
but éécan | ask you your name? | mean, itdés onl
sounding forward, webve already been a bit wup

Andy extends his right hand. AAndy. Nice to

AAndéo A smile plays on Trixiebs | ips. #fHAeél ol

Did that mean whiaAnhdl befionk ybumaakhks® he say
in his chest has reappeared and iIis now careen
Youbre very punny. o

AYi p! Guilty as charged. The | ife and 06sol e

Andy candét remember having this much fun sel
enjoying Trixiebs company.

Neone will ever replace Jen, but could there
have some fun with? Maybe this blind date wom
Al t hough Andy doubotfsf .t hat. Trixie is a one

AWhat do you think?0 Trixie walks to the mi.:
dress in front of her.
Andy wants to say the shoes accent her sl ent¢

they match the | ipstick on her perfect cupid
He doesndt . | nstsehak 6h g oaupt s efacrcch mM@PUronger .
i mpression in those. o0
AStop it now, Andy! Youdbre killing mel!o Tri:
could be so hilarious?0 she says. fAHow much?o
Free i f you agree to have dinner with me?

ATwo twenty. o



ASol d! o

Five minutes | ater, Andy gives Trixie a s mi
replaces the 6Closedd sign on the door hoping
womeniceane back and buy them in another col our.

Ri bbons of heat flutter though Andyodés body a

* * *

Andy pulls into Florentinods car park just b
mi rror and sees more than just his reflection.
beside their car.

He rushes over to see I f he canPhedpe dhmoatghl
a matter ofBudti fhei sanhdo td efaetahr.s ar e doused when h:

AAre you okay?0 says Andy.

AA bit sore but | think 106l]1 |l ive. 0o The woma
are youeée?o

Andy bends down and removes the firmly wedge
stones.

AWell , 0 he says, getting | ost in her blue ey
of fending shoe onto Trixiebds foot.

Bubbly champagne | aughter escapes from Tri xi
needing your O6éheelingd powers?0 she says, allo

Al dm er éo

ADuh, Trixie. Of course, youodre here for din
your wife I &d&m sorry. o

AActually, thel dtahye lo nseg ehupl.td iAmg & hy nlkat e wi f e
pl eased | 6ve remembered how to be chivalrous. 0

AOh, Andy, |l 6m so sorry. That canét be easy

Al't hasndt been. But , | 6m getting there. Slo
celebrating that promotion?29
AwWhat ? Oh, the quick drink? That was at seve

admit this but 1 6m here on a blind date. o
AOh?0
AFunny. His nameds Andrew, too. o0
AReal |l y? Well , ll6hMleaeeoa eobfedsdi date. Her na
ABeatrice?o0
AYou know her ?0
Trixie nods. fA6Eyeletd you into a secret. Tr
Andy feels a tingling in his chest. fAS0é?0
ALooks | i ke youob6re having dinner with me. o0
AOn one condition, o says Andy slipping his a



Seeing Him Again For The First Time

Kathy Servian
| sabel fr ownoeadk eadt btehaec r.aiShhe tucked her | egs
mi sty rain worked its way inside her thin jac
her neck.
Al candét believe heds done this to me again.

pl astered to his pale forehead.

An incongruously cheerful chime emanated fr ¢
and peered at the screen. n-Hef saegs that- gbéese
thirty. o

She | ooked at her watch before gesturing t o\
shore. AThatdés two hours that we have to wai't
and 1 6m spending it here with...0 She Dbit her

ASorry, 0 Dean muttered, slipping his phone

She sighed, Altés not your fault. Hebs t he «
first place. I f | added wup all the time | b6ve
again. ASorry, I know heds your mate. 0

He shrugged. nAS6okay. o

Bad tempered gulls screamed over a McDonal di¢
jostled each other before | eaping into the ai
cries filling the soggy air.














































































